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REPORT ON THE TRADE 

IN 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS AT IRISH PORTS 

DURING THE YEAR 1915. 


To the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction for Ireland. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to submit the Report on the Trade in Imports 
and Exports at Irish Ports during the year ended 31st December, 
1915. 

The publication of this Report has been unavoidably delayed 
by the fact that most of the clerical staff engaged in its compila- 
tion have joined His Majesty’s Forces since the outbreak of 
wai. 

The inadequacy of the present system of returns upon which 
these Reports are based and the importance of this consideration 
has been fully dealt with in previous Reports. 

In the tables and figures herewith submitted, as explained in 
previous Reports, Irish imports and exports mean all goods 
imported or exported by Ireland, whether from or to Great 
Britain, the Colonies, or foreign countries — the terms including 
not only the colonial and foreign trade, but also the Cross- 
Channel trade between Great Britain and Ireland. 


The following table* shows the total estimated value of all 
imports into and all exports from Ireland during each of the 
five years 1911 to 1915 : — 


j 

Year. | 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1911 . • : 

67,610,095 

65,071,018 

132,681,113 

1912 

73,952,725 

67,167,904 

141,120,629 

1913 

74,467,283 

73,877,389 

148,344,672 

1914 

73,994,732 

77,311,052 

151,305,784 

1915 

87,950,316 

84,463,408 

172,413,724 


* The figures ill this Report for the year 1914, ancl for previous years, 
have been slightly revised since the issue of the corresponding Report 
for the year 1914. Goods imported and afterwards re-exported arc 
included in the figures for imports and exports ; it is impossible to state 
with accuracy the value of such re-exports, but it is estimated that in 
1915 they amounted in value to £2,300,000. The re-imports are very 
small. In the case of all dutiable commodities the values nave neeu 
estimated exclusive of duty. 
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The money value of the trade in 1915 greatly exceeded that for 
1914, but the increase is more than accounted for by the rise in 
prices. Had the average prices in 1915 been the same as in 1914, 
the value of the imports instead of showing an increase of 
£13,955,584 or 18-9 per cent, would have decreased by £1,556,598 
or 2-1 per cent., the value of the exports instead of increasing 
by £7,152,356 or 9 ■ 3 per cent.., would have decreased by £5,639,733 
or 7-3 per cent., and the value of the total trade instead of 
increasing bv £21,107,940 or 14-0 per cent., -would have shown 
a decrease of £7,196,331 or 4-8 per cent. 

In order to obtain a more definite but still a broad idea of 
the trade, the imports and exports are classified * into (1) Farm 
produce, food and drink stuffs ; (2) Raw materials ; (3) Manu- 
factured goods. The following table shows the values of the 
imports into and the exports from Ireland of each of these 
groups : — 



19.f3. 

1914. 

1915. | 

1913. ; 

1914. 

1015. 

IMPORTS. 

Farm produce, food and drink 
stuffs. 

It aw Materials . . . . 

Manufactured Goods . . 

£ 

25,70;"), 221 
12,1 14,200 
36,587,862 

£ 

20,970,893 
11, 102,031 
35,801,808 

£ 

33,440,020 

14,000,440 

40,509,850 

•l>er 

cent. 

35 

15 

50 

per 

cent. 

37 

14 

40 

per 

cent. 

38 

16 

46 

Total Imports 

74,467,283 

73,994,732 

87,050,316 

100 

300 

100 

Exports. 

' 






Farm produce, food and drink 

41,050,048 

41,606,872 

48,093,566 

55 

54 

58 








Haw Materials . . . . ■ . 

4,511,104 

4,520,980 

4,103,042 

G 

6 

5 

Manufactured Goods . . 

28,310,237 

31,177,200 

31,006,800 

39 

40 

37 

Total Exports 

73,877,380 



77,311,052 

84,403,408 

100 

100 

100 


I. — FARM PRODUCE, FOOD AND DRINK STUFFS. 


The first line of the above table brings out the extraordinary 
fact that Ireland, an agricultural country, is largely dependent 
on other countries for her farm produce, food and drink stuffs ; 
the value of her imports of these commodities amounted in 1915 
to 38 per cent, of the value of her total imports. 

The exports of farm produce, food and drink stuffs from 
Ireland are of course very large, their value in 1915 accounting 
for 58 per cent, of the value of the total exports ; practically all 
/to to Great Britain and are consumed there. An idea of the im- 
portance of this trade to Great Britain will be obtained from the 
following table, which, in addition to the estimated values of 
the Irish exports, shows the values of the imports into the United 

* These classes are not mutually exclusive, but the division is simple, 
Well known, and of practical interest. 
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Kingdom of this group from the principal Foreign Countries and 
British Possessions of supply : — 

Fakm Produce, Food and Drink Stuffs, including 
Tobacco. 


i 



1913. 

1914. 

1916. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

Exported from Ireland 

41,050,048 

41,606,872 

48,693,566 

Exported to the United 
Kingdom from * — 



95,983,444 

United States 

48,341,434 

51,288,674 

(America). 




Argentina 

34,606,045 

29,569,197 

51,802,102 

20,325,751 

24,649,126 

29,559,344 

British India 

18,029,800 

13,775,323 

23,890,371 


23,005,906 

24,516,890 

21,638,775 


8,551,650 

11,105,643 

16,034,210 


16,873,105 

17,413,191 

14,437,272 


14,966,760 

16,127,026 

11,796,895 

Russia 

15,079,035 

• 

12,631,825 

8,609,519 


Attention is directed to the tables in Appendix I. of this 
Report, which show for the year 1915 the quantities and values 
of each of the chief articles of agricultural produce imported into 
the United Kingdom from Foreign Countries and British Posses- 
sions and the corresponding exports from Ireland. The following 
are some of the more important facts disclosed by the Appendix. 


The value of Cattle and beef exported from Ireland to Great 
Britain in 1915 was greater than the value imported from any 
other country. The Irish export amounted to a value of 
£15,863,000, the next largest import was from Argentina, valued 
at £15,304,000. The import from Australia, valued at £3,565,000, 
came next in order of magnitude. 


• The Irish export of Sheep and mutton, valued in 1915 at 
£1 128 000, was the fourth greatest, being exceeded by the 
imports from New Zealand, £7,670,000, Australia, £3,391,000 
and Argentina, £2,094,000. 

As regards the total value of Bacon, hams, pork, and live pigs, 
Ireland comes third on the list with a value amounting to 
£6,810,000, as compared with £17,901,000 from the United States 
of America, and £9,130,000 from Denmark. The imports from 
Canada came fourth with a value of £3,/43,000. 


* The figures of exports to the United Kingdom, as shown m this table, 
have been extracted from the Annual Statement of the Trade of the 
United Kingdom, 1915, Vol. II. (Cd. 8357 1916). 
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viii. 

The export of Poultry from Ireland was much greater than 
that from any other country to the United Kingdom, Ireland 
exporting to Great Britain poultry to the value of £1,394,260, 
while the largest value of imports from other countries to the 
United Kingdom was from the United States, £316,048. 

The Irish export of Butter , value £5,761,385, to Great Britain 
was the third largest in quantity and value ; the export from 
Denmark into the United Kingdom being first, value £10,221,398, 
and that from Russia second, value £6,371,012. 

The Irish export of Eggs was the largest in quantity and value, 
amounting to £7,577,763 gt. hunds., valued at £4,799,250, the 
imports into the United Kingdom from Russia being the next 
largest in quantity, amounting to 3,074,156 gt. hunds., valued 
at £1,749,822. The imports from Denmark were 2,657,835 gt. 
hunds., valued at £1,863,527. 

The Irish export of Potatoes, which amounted to 191,444 tons, 
valued at £765,776, was the largest import of potatoes into 
Great Britain. The quantity imported from the Channel Islands 
though amounting to only 57,924 tons, was valued at £659,162, as 
their trade is chiefly in early potatoes. 

As regards Oats , the export from Ireland (1,869,000 cwts.) was 
third, the United States (8,183,000 cwts.) and Argentina 
(5,807,000 cwts.), being the largest exporters to the United 
Kingdom. 

The above' figures include the total exports from Ireland and 
the total imports into the United Kingdom (not into Great 
Britain) of farm produce, food and drink stuffs. Official figures 
are not available, but fairly accurate estimates can be made, 
which would give a direct comparison between Ireland and other 
countries as suppliers to Great Britain of this group of com- 
modities. To make the comparison exact, the figures for Ireland 
should be reduced by the values of the Irish produce consumed 
abroad, and the figures for other countries should be reduced 
by the values of the goods consumed in Ireland which are in- 
cluded in the totals for the United Kingdom. The deductions 
would be comparatively small, and the figures shown in the last 
table, and in the above paragraphs indicate with sufficient 
accuracy the importance of the part played by Ireland as a 
supplier of food stuffs to Great Britain. 

(A). Live Stock and Animal Products. 

This is the principal sub-division of the group of farm produce, 
food and drink stuffs. The imports into Ireland of Live, stock 
are comparatively small amounting in value in 1915 to £439,427. 
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Details of this trade will be found on page 4. The exports 
from Ireland of live stock are exceedingly large as will be seen 
from the following table : — 

Exports. 



Number. 

Value. 


1912 

ISIS | 

1914 

1915 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Hortses 

34,849 

36,043 | 

30,940 

17,818 

£ . ' 
1,627,040 j 

£ 

1,703,260 

£ 

1,431,045 

£ 

1,121,520 

Cattle — Fat 
•Stores 
Calves 
Other 

336,083 

194,113 

15,774 

8,851 

354,953 

693,374 

53,142 

8,152. 

455,817 

448,983 

34,432 

6,178 

363,837 

441,282 

27,009 

9,459 

5,766,789 

2,396,954 

78,870 

44,255 

6,307,811 

8,850,187 

265,710 

40,760 

8,181,915 

5,960,196 

172,160 

30,890 

8,469,822 

7,110,093 

175,559 

71,143 

Total Cattle 

555,321 

1,109,621 

945,410 

841,587 

8,286,868 

15,464,468 

14,345,161 

15,826,617 

Sheep 

Lambs 

328,135 

200,841 

319,419 

339,836 

256,992 

282,115 

230,162 

259,495 

723,937 

380,517 

779,814 

492,762 

, 631,553 
1 423,173 

647,015 

471,957 

Total Sheep 
and Lambs 

618,976 

659,255 

539,107 

489,857 

1,104,454 

1,272,576 

1,054,726 

■ 

1,118,972 

Pigs, Fat . . 
,, Stores 

253,165 

12,070 

187,422 

12,874 

146,458 

1,460 

171,963 

7,095 

1,265,825 

36,228 

983,966 

40,231 

732,290 

4,398 

1,146,420 

25,719 

Total Pigs . . 

265,241 . 

200,296 

147,924 

179,058 

1,302,053 

1,024,197 

736,688 

1,172,130 


The export of horses in 1915 appears from the above table to 
have been very small, but it should be remembered that Army 
horses, and, in fact, all Government Stores are excluded from these 
records of Irish trade. The exports of cattle also appear to have 
been decreasing during the last four years, but the numbers 
exported in 1915 were about normal ; the heavy shipments in 
1913 were due to the fact that large numbers had, on account of 
the outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease in Ireland, to be kept 
in the country in the latter half of 1912 which also accounted for 
the small exports in that year. The large exports in 1914 were 
caused by the rise in prices immediately after the outbreak of 
war, which induced Irish cattle owners to ship exceedingly large 
numbers of cattle in the last four months of 1914. 

The imports of Meat into Ireland are very .considerable as will 
be seen from the following table : — 


Imports. 




Quantities. 


Values. 

1 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1012 

1913 

1914 

1015 

Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Bacon 

Hams 

Pigs’ Heads 
Other Dead 
Meat (a) . . 

cwts. 

121,289 

62,161 

6,713 

564,093 

21,610 

114,033 

87,137 

cwts. 

139,485 

49,544 

3,392 

568,921 

23,504 

135,574 

81,205 

■ 

cwts. 

26,476 

17,148 

2,722 

763,268 

43,978 

16,191 

69,204 

£ 

207,707 

119,660 

4,867 

1,776,893 

65,370 

108,331 

213,683 

£ 

244,099 

101,565 

2,883 

2,048,116 

84,614 

162,689 

230,080 

£ 

180,983 

80,725 

3,500 

1,992,244 

74,982 

190,656 

226,037 

£ 

79,428 

50,587 

5,467 

2,976,745 

156,855 

30,763 

270,031 

Total of above 

i - — 


928,752 


2,496,511 


2,740,127 

3,569,876 

Provisions & 
Groceries. 

89,996 



112,872 

94,415 

102,950 

220,490 

324,507 

276,164 

391,210 


(ft) Poultry is not included here. 
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The most interesting feature of this table is the very large in- 
crease shown in the imports of bacon in 1915. The imports of 
beef and mutton and pigs’ heads were much less than in previous 
years. 


The exports of meat from. Ireland in each of the years 1912 
to 1915 inclusive were as shown in the following table : — 
Exports. 




Quantities. 



Values. 



1912 

1913 

1914 

1015 

1(112 

1013 

1914 

1015 

Beef and 
Mutton . . 

cwts. 

99,004 

cwts. 

30,189 

cwts. 

144,315 

cwts. 

10,784 

£ 

266,300 

£ 

114,524 

£ 

480,903 

£~ 

45,293 

Pork 

89,731 

01,105 

72,810 

107,246 

247,134 

194,454 

217,520 

396,810 

Bacon 

1,163,003 

995,257 

969,139 

1,025,367 

3,620,034 

3,582,925 

3,440,443 

4,562,883 

Hams 

142,091 

120,419 

121,230 

110,980 

600,334 

026,179 

624,438 

077,887 

Other Dead 
Meat (a) .. 

253,233 

206,783 

266,816 

191,577 

409,365 

862,430 

523,776 

443,581 

Total of above 

1,747,187 

1,419,813 

1,574,130 

1,454,954 

5,143,167 

4,880,512 

5,287,080 

6,126,424 

Provisions & 
Groceries (6). 

22,030 

23,787 

32,353 

50,663 

08,724 

85,633 

114,853 

285,460* 


(«) Poultry is not included here. 

(ft) It is found that under this heading quantities of bacon and hams are exported. 


According to these figures five-sixths of the total value of 
dead meat exported consists of bacon and hams. It is worthy of 
note that Ireland imports bacon and hams valued at £3,133,600, 
while at the same time she exports her own produce to the value 
of £5,240,770. 


The following table shows the total quantities and estimated 
values of Butter and Eggs exported from Ireland during each 
of the five years, 1911 to 1915, inclusive : — 


Year. 

Butter. 

Eggs. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Cwts. 

£ 

G-t. Hunds. 

£ 

1911 

(188,362 

3,671,264 

6.488,776 

2,940,227 

1912 

778,778 

4,159,972 

6,313,526 

2,926,582 

1913 

725,368 

3,735,045 

6,398,235 

3,019,167 

1914 

855,608 

4,641,673 

0,824,612 

3,383,870 

1915 

838,089 

5,751,385 

7,577,763 

4,799,250 


These figures do not include consignments sent by parcels post, 
but these form a very small part of the total export. 


It will he noticed that the quantity of butter exported in 1915 
was less than the export in 1914 but greater than the quantity 
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XI. 


exported in any of the years, 1911, 1912, or 1913, while the value 
was greater than in any of the four preceding years. As regards 
eggs both the quantity and value in 1915 were much greater than 
in any of the previous years. The imports of butter and eggs are 
relatively small, amounting in 1915 to £443,942, and £46,251 worth 
respectively. The exports of Poultry in 1915 amounted to 
298,770 cwts. valued at £1,394,260. 

Attention is directed to the diagrams (see page xx), which show 
for the year 1915 for eggs and butter respectively (1) the monthly 
exports from Ireland, (2) the monthly imports into the United 
Kingdom from abroad, and (3) the monthly average price at 
Irish markets. 

There was an increase in the export of Fish from Ireland in 1915, 
the total value, including shell-fish, exported, being estimated at 
£659,995, in 1915, as compared with £451,880 in 1914 ; the value 
of fish, including shell-fish, imported in 1915 was estimated at 
£448,741 as compared with £392,352 in 1914. 

(B). Cereals— Grain, Flour, Feeding Stuffs. 

The total quantities and estimated values of the imports of 
Wheat and Wheat Flour, which are the principal imports amongst 
the cereals for human consumption, in each of the years 1911 to 
1915 are shown in the following table : — 


Year. 

Wheat 

Imports. 

Wheat Flottr Imports. 

1 

Quantity. 

i 1 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Cwts. 

£ 1 

Cwts. ' 

£ 

1911 

7,839,093 

3,233,020 

5,001,058 

2,625,555 

1912 

7,471,974 

3,300,122 

4,775,622 

2,586,795 

1913 

7,849,871 ; 

3,368,903 

3,313,248 

4,968,282 

2,629,049- 

1914 

7,296,225 i 

5,198,035 

2,858,919 

1915 

0,399,742 

4,239,829 

4,661,898 

3,690,669 


From these figures it will be seen that the quantities of both 
wheat and wheat flour imported in 1915 were less than in any of 
the four preceding years. In the Agricultural Statistics of 
Ireland, the amount of Irish-grown wheat in 1915 was estimated 
at 1,734,407 cwts., and if it is assumed that one and a half tons 
of wheat produced, one ton of flour, the total quantity of wheat 
represented by imports of wheat and flour and by home-grown 
wheat amounted to 15,126,996 cwts. From this quantity has 
to be deducted an export of wheat and wheat flour or its equi- 
valent in wheat amounting to 579,857 cwts. leaving thus a 
residue for consumption in Ireland of 14,547,139 cwts. of wheat , 
this would be the produce in an average year of 730,000 statute 
acres in Ireland. 
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The imports into Ireland of Barley and Malt are very consider- 
able as will be seen from the following table : — 


Year. 

Barley. 

Malt. 


• 

Quantity. 

Value, 

i 

Quantity, j 

I 

Value. 


Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

1911, 

1,152,323 

378.207 

830,597 

490,551 

1912 

1,162,584 

456,610 

878,642 

621,995 

1913 

1,521,715 

524,013 

746,069 

500,418 

1914 

804,736 

259,997 

1,216,943 ; 

757,743 

1915 

1,005,762 

475,450 

632,179 

505,743 


Thus in the year 1915 the imports of Barley though greater 
than in the previous year were less than in any of the years 1911, 
1912, 'or 1913, and the imports of Malt were less than in the years 
1911, 1912, or 1913, and fell by nearly 50 per cent, as compared 
with 1914. 

Among the feeding stuffs for animals the chief import is Maize, 
a very great quantity of which is annually imported into Ireland. 
The following were the imports in each of the five years 1911 to 


inclusive : — 
Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Cwts. 

£ 

1911 

... 11,927,375 

3,304,877 

1912 

... 13,582,134 

4,244,417 

1913 

... 14,880,194 

4,154,054 

1914 

... 13,128,145 

4,102,545 

1915 

... 13,719,106 

5,487,642 


Together with the above import of maize, the imports of bran, 
pollard, and the various classes of cattle meals and cakes, brought 
the- total value of Animal feeding stuffs imported in 1915 to a sum 
estimated at £7,377,426 as compared with £5,446,915 in 1914. 


Large quantities of Oats and Potatoes are exported each year 
from Ireland as will be seen from the following table : — 



Oats. 

Potatoes. 

Year. 





Quantity. 

Value. 

| 

Quantity. | 
1 

Value. 


. 

Cwts. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

1911 

1,358,563 

45S,515 

183,230 ! 

641,305 

1912 

1,180,033 

427,762 

171,131 

513,303 

1913 

1,475,509 

485,688 

124,020 

472,826. 

1914 

1,540,509 

590,551 

187,922 

034,237 

1915 

1,868,935 

918,893 

191,444 

i 

765,776 
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These figures show that the quantities of both Oats and Potatoes 
shipped from Ireland in 1915 exceeded the quantities shipped in 
any of the preceding four years. 


(C). Other Pood Stuffs, Drink and Tobacco. 


Amongst the “ Other Pood Stuffs ” imported into Ireland the 
most important are Sugar and Tea. The folio-wing table shows the 
total quantities and values of these imports in each of the years 
1911 to 1915 inclusive:— 


Sugar. 

Tea. 

Year. 




Quantity. : 

i 1 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

i CWtS. 

£ 

lbs. 

f 

1911 .. 1 2,721,965 

2,086,840 

33,047,616 

1,239,280 

1912 .. 1 2,785,793 

2,298,279 

33,874,960 

1,235,025 

1913 . . : 2,836,928 

1 1,903,106 

32,663.344 

1,224,875 

1914 . . 2,677,266 

! 2,152,968 

39,611,040 

1,518,423 

1915 . . 1 2,684,745 

1 

l 3,378,304 
1 

38,533,840 

1,758.198 


The values of both Sugar and Tea as well as of all other dutiable 
commodities have been estimated exclusive of duty. It will be 
seen from these figures that there was a very slight increase 
in the amount of Sugar imported in 1915 compared with the pre- 
vious year, but that the quantities for both of these years were 
less than the imports in 1911, 1912, or 1913. As regards Tea, 
the quantity imported in 1915, though less than in 1914, was 
considerably higher, than the quantities imported in any of the 
three preceding years. 


There was a decrease in the quantities of home-made spirits 
exported from Ireland in' 1915, compared with any of the pre- 
vious four years ; the exports of Porter, though less than m 1914, 
were greater than in 1911, 1912, or 1913. The quantities of 
Home-made Spirits imported into Ireland are small; they 
amounted in 1915 to a value of £84,074. The quantities of home- 
made spirits exported from Ireland were 7,569,966 proof gallons 
in 1911, 7,237,426 pf galls, in 1912, 7,415,999 pf. galls m 1913, 
7 127 547 pf galls, in 1914, and 6,867,608 pf galls, m 1915. The 
values^ were , £2,050, 1 99 in’ 1911, £1,960,136 in l912 £2,008,500 
in 1913, £1,930,377 in 1914, and £1,859,977 m 1915. The expoits 

of Porter from Ireland were 729,298 hhds : “ ’o a “fni 

in 1912, 859,056 hhds. in 1913, 889,696 hhds. m 1914 and 887 591 

hhds. in 1915. The values were estimated at £1,926,562 m 19 , 

£2,098,664 in 1912, £2,269,340 in 1913, £2,446,664 m 1914, and 
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£2,500,048 in 1915. The value of Ale, Beer, and Porter imported 
in 1915 was £434,466 as compared with £615,459 in 1914. 

There was an increase in the quantity of Unmanufactured 
Tobacco, and a decrease in the quantity of Manufactured Tobacco 
imported into Ireland in 1916 as compared with 1914. The 
exports of both Unmanufactured and Manufactured Tobacco 
showed an increase. The quantities of Unmanufactured Tobacco 
imported were 13,931,626 lbs. in 1911, 15,884,015 lbs. in 1912 
9,234,752 lbs. in 1913, 12,980,192 lbs. in 1914, and 19,136,878 lbs! 
in 1916. The exports of Unmanufactured Tobacco were 902,069 
lbs. in 1911, 705,414 lbs. in 1912, 772,488 lbs. in 1913, 81T633 
lbs. in 1914, and 1,278,990 lbs. in 1915. The quantities of 
Manufactured Tobacco imported were returned as 3,155,712 lbs. 
in 1911, 4,031,496 lbs. in 1912, 4,687,116 lbs. in 1913, 5,346,348 
lbs. in 1914, and 4,649,064 lbs. in 1915. The exports of Manu- 
factured Tobacco were 7,744,710 lbs. in 1911, 8,208,810 lbs. in 
1912, 8,098,378 lbs. in 1913, 8,295,537 lbs. in 1914, and 8,922,810 
lbs. in 1915. The figures shown for Unmanufactured Tobacco 
imported and exported have been kindly furnished by the Customs 
and Excise Department, the figures for Manufactured Tobacco 
are those returned by Portal Authorities, Railway and Shipping 
Companies, etc., who furnish the Returns to this Department. 


II.— RAW MATERIALS. 

For the purposes of the broad classification adopted in the 
summary tables, raw materials include coal, coke, rough and 
sawn timber, boards and deals, stones, slates, sand, clay, metal 
ores and other mineral substances, hides, skins, horns and hoofs, 
wool, bristles, feathers, flax, raw cotton, hemp, jute, tow, waste, 
seeds, plants, and bulbs, ice, &c. The total value of raw materials 
imported into Ireland in 1915 was .estimated at £14,000,440, as 
compared with £11,162,031 in 1914, showing an increase of 
£2,838,409. It should be noted, however, that this increase was 
altogether due to higher average values ; for, had the average 
prices of Raw Materials in 1915 been the same as in 1914, instead 
of an increase of £2,838,409 there would have been a decrease 
of £900,609. The imports consist mainly of coal, wood, flax, 
and other raw materials of the textile industries. There is also 
a large import of raw cotton, which is re-exported to Northern 
Europe. 

The exports of raw materials in 1915 were estimated at a value 
of £4,103,042, as compared with £4,526,980 in 1914. Excluding 
the re-export of raw cotton, valued in 1915 at £237,167, these 
consist mainly of animal produce, such as hides, skins, wool, fats, 
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&c. and, to a lesser extent, of seeds, timber, and other vegetable 
produce. The item raw cotton, which has been referred to above, 
while it must be accounted for in a record of Irish trade, is neither 
an import for home consumption nor an export of domestic 
produce, neither is it worked up in any way in Ireland, but is 
merely transhipped. 

The estimated values of the chief imports of raw materials in 
each of the years 1911 to 191 6 were as follows : — 


Imports . 


i 

1911. j 

1912. ' 

i 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

. - 1 

. £ ! 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 


3,754,976 j 

3,940,553 

4,214,697 * 

3,911,979 

6,123,914 


120,574 

120,322 

101,436 

95,357 

76,055 


1,735,953 

I 1,937,159 

1,986,025 

1,898,824 

1,808,471 

Flax 

Hemp and 
Jute, Tow 

1,955,355 

1 2,416,958 

2,300,115 

2,031,003 

2,430,200 

and Codilla 
Lard, Tallow, 

550,731 

! 657,456 

!■ 710,268 

099,191 

1,286,102 

&c. 

269,996 

; 197,585 

216,744 

246,656 

288,649 


The values of the chief exports in the same years were : — 


Exports. 


| 

1 

1911. 

1912. 

i 

1913. 

j 

1914. 

1915. 

Timber . . 1 

£ 

251,452 

£ 

259,131 

£ 

235,920 i 

£ 

282,222 

£ 

283,086 

Hides and I 
Skins 
Wool 

593,993 

675,173 

697,908 

773,220 

735,416 

611,566 

829,219 

860,985 

830,553 

741,966 

Lard, Tallow, 
&c. 

Grass Seed 

412,028 

371,388 

415,008 

333,094 

379,402 
; 251,151 

425,899 

235,646 

397,831 

312,880 


In connection with the above figures it will be noticed that 
more than half of the total value of Raw Materials imported was 
made up of Coal and Flax. The value of the import of Goal was 
much higher than in any previous year, as during some months 
of 1918 sea freights rose very high and the values are calculated 
o.i.f. Shortage of supplies of Flax from abroad due to war 
conditions accounted for the higher value of flax in 1915 compared 
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with 1914. It should also be stated that the imports of Wood and 
Timber consist mainly of sawn timber, boards and deals, whereas 
90 per cent, of the exported timber is shipped out of the country 
in the rough or round state — an uneconomic condition of affairs 
The large export of Hides and Skins amounting to £830,553 
should be compared with the imports of leather and leather 
goods, boots, shoes, saddlery, etc. which approximate a value 
of £2,800,000, The quantity of Wool exported in 1915 amounted 
to 10,175,536 lbs., valued at £741,966 compared with 16,367,232 
lbs. in 1914, valued at £860,985. While exporting this large 
quantity of raw material Ireland is importing large quantities 
of the finished woollen goods, and it is not simply in one branch 
but in several — in wood, hides and skins, wool, as well as in 
various minor exports such as feathers, kelp, and most of all 
in her store cattle — that Ireland is exporting the raw materials 
of industry. 


III. MANUFACTURED ARTICLES. 

The third division of Irish imports and exports is that of manu- 
factured goods. The value of the imports in 1915 was estimated 
at £40,500,000, or 46 per cent, of the total value of imports. 
The export of manufactured goods was estimated at £31,700,000, 
or about 37 per cent, of the value of the total export. The value 
of the imports increased by £4,640,000, and the exports by 
£490,000 as compared with 1914. Increases in the values of the 
imports of Textile Piece Goods, Apparel, Drapery, &c., amounted 
roughly to £3,000,000. 

The values given in these Reports are estimates based on the 
actual quantities imported or exported, and accordingly the values 
of goods such as agricultural products and raw materials, which 
are usually sold by weight, are bulky and are easily defined, will be 
found to be fairly accurate ; the less bulky and more extensive 
class of manufactured goods are naturally more vaguely des- 
cribed on the returns, and accordingly their estimated values are 
less reliable than the values of agricultural products and raw 
materials. As pointed out in previous Reports, the values of 
manufactured goods cannot be satisfactorily determined from the 
information given in the present system of -Returns. 

(A). Textiles. 

The first and largest group of manufactured goods is that of the 
textiles. The combined value of imports and exports in 1915 
of manufactured textile goods amounted to £43,797,441 as com- 
pared with £38,828,491 in 1914, a sum well over one-half of the 
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total value of all manufactured goods imported and exported. 
Distinguishing yarns, thread, rope, cordage, &c., from piece goods 
and made-up goods, the value of the imports of the former was in 
1915 estimated at £2,287,401 as compared with £2,067,098 in 
1914. The imports of piece goods, ready-made goods, drapery, 
and apparel in. 1915 amounted to £18,004,447, as compared with 
£15,141,422 in 1914 ; the exports to £20,295,415 as compared with 
£18,884,034 in 1914. A considerable quantity of cotton goods 
is imported for purposes of further manufacture, and is afterwards 
re-exported. The outstanding feature in the case of exports, 
is the fact that almost three-fourths of the textile piece goods 
exported are returned as “ linens,” but this term in the returns 
of the portal authorities has a wide significance, and probably 
•includes cotton, union, and other textile goods which are con- 
signed as “ linens.” The estimated value of exports of “ linen ” 
goods amounted to £14,904,226 as compared with -£14,353,032 
in 1914. The returns show an increase in the value of the exports 
of woollen goods from £791,686 in 1914 to £1,150,846 in 1915, 
but the exports are still considerably less than the imports. 


(B) Metals and Metal Manufactures. 

The group of metals and metal articles, machinery, ships, &c., 
is a very wide class, and in gross annual value is next in impor- 
tance to the textiles. It is estimated that in 1915 the total value 
of the imports of metals and metal manufactures amounted to 
£9,256,606, while the exports were estimated at £6,309,722. 
Among the imports £2,023,000 represented steel, bar and wrought 
iron, and plates and sheets ; £1,951,000 represented machinery 
(chiefly agricultural and textile) and railway engines ; and 
£730,000 represented imports of cycles and motor cars. As 
regards exports, they consisted chiefly of steam vessels valued 
at £4,721,500, and machinery valued at £891,494. Thus there 
are large individual exports in this class, but as a whole the trade 
in hardware and metal goods and manufactures stands in con- 
trast to the textile trade. Tor whereas the value of the textile 
exports appears even greater than that of the imports there is 
a very large surplus of metals and metal manufactures imported 
over what is exported. 


(C). Other Groups oe Manufactured Goods. 

Leather and Leather Goods .- — The imports of this group amounted 
to £3,423,553 ; the exports to £429,669. Included in the im- 
ports were leather valued at £780,475, and boots and shoes valued 
at £1,796,519, 

- £) 
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Wooden Manufactures .—The imports were valued at £1,083,013, 
and the exports at £378,712. The imports included furniture 
valued at £466,514. It is difficult to say how much of this was 
a genuine import, as it is known that considerable quantities 
of private furniture (removals) are included in this figure. 

Paper, Stationery, etc. — The imports of this group amounted to 
£1,081,596, and the exports to £307,828. The value of paper 
imported amounted to £499,962. 

Earthenware, China, Class, etc. — The total value of these im- 
ports amounted to £1,050,082. The exports were small, valued 
at £29,611. Glass, glassware, and bottles imported amounted to 
£470,338. 

Chandlery— The value of the imports of chandlery, including 
many classes of goods, such as oils, paints, soap, candles, etc., 
amounted to £2,468,816 ; the exports to £192,445. 

Chemicals and Fertilisers. — The total value of the imports of 
chemicals, fertilisers, and dyestuffs amounted to £1,671,933 ; the 
exports to £215,898. The value of fertilisers imported was 
£973,978 ; the exports amounted to £150,322. 


The above analysis indicates briefly the extent and character of 
Irish trade. With regard to the question of the source or 
“ country of origin ” of the imports and the final destination of 
the exports, as stated in previous Reports, the existing returns 
furnish little information. The trade which passes directly 
between Ireland and colonial and foreign countries is known, 
and the more important details as regards this trade at the chief 
ports in Ireland are presented annually by the Customs and 
Excise Department in their Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom. The direct imports of foreign and colonial goods into 
Ireland during 1915 amounted to a value of £16,774,182, whereas 
the direct exports amounted to only £264,714. But as regards 
the indirect colonial and foreign trade of Ireland which passes 
to and from the Irish ports via Great Britain, there are at present 
no means of distinguishing this from the colonial and foreign 
trade of Great Britain. Consequently the total trade of Ireland 
with countries outside of Great Britain cannot at present be 
ascertained. 

The imports into Ireland per head of population according 
to the present returns, amount to £20 5s. 7 d., and the exports 
per head to £19 9s. 7 d. ; or if the estimated value of re-exports 
is excluded, the imports amount to a value of £19 15s. 0 d. per 
head of population, and the exports to £18 19s. 0 d. per head. 
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It is of interest to compare these amounts with the corres- 
ponding figures for other countries which are shown in the 
following table : — 


France 

Belgium (1913) 

Germany (1913) 

Netherlands (1914) 

Denmark (1913) 

Switzerland (1915) 

Sweden (1914 

Norway (1914) 

Austria-Hungary (1913) 

Italy (1914) 

Spain (1915) 

Portugal (1914) > 

United States (1915) 

Japan (excluding Formosa) (1915) 
Dominion of Canada (1915) 
Australian Commonwealth (1915) 
Union of South Africa (1915) . 

Dominion of New Zealand (1916) 
United Kingdom (1914) . . 

Ireland (1916) 



Thousand £’s (000 ’b 
omitted.) 


Estimated 

Popu- 

lation. 

Total 
Imports 
for Home 
Consump- 
tion. 

Total 
Exports of 
Domestic 
Produce: 

Imports 
per head 
of Popu- 
lation. 

39,660,000 

£ 

253,968 

£ 

192,981 

£ 8. d. 
6 8 1 

7,039,000 

181,354 

141,322 

23 14 10 

67,082,000 

529,544 

496,482 

7 17 11 

6,340,000 

235,547 

207,824 

37 3 0 

2,830,000 

43,190 

35,409 

15 5 3 

3,904,000 

67,201 

60,802 

17 4 3 

5,680,000 

40,384 

42,909 

7 2 2 

2,487,000 

30,647 

21,911 

12 6 5 

50.651.000 

35.328.000 

141,941 

115,404 

2 16 1 

115,282 

88,716 

3 5 3 

20,314,000 

38,813 

49,930 

1 18 3 

5,714,000 

15,600 

6,107 

2 14 ■ 7 

100,399,000 

357,736 

726,274 

3 11 3 

53,321,000 

53,217 

71,453 

10 0 

8,136,000 

104,385 

152,442 

12 16 7 

4,941,000 

63,564 

55,306 

12 17 4 

6,465,000 

28,046 

15,028 

4 5 6 

1,158,000 

20,658 

29,277 

17 16 9 

46,407,000 

601,161 

430,721 

12 19 1 

4,337,000 

85,650* 

82,163* 

19 15 0 


Exports 
I per head 
| of Popu- 
lation. 


£ s. d. 
4 17 4 
18 10 0 
7 8 0 
32 15 7 
12 10 * 

17 2 3 

7 11 1 

8 16 3 
2 5 7 
2 10 3 
2 9 2 
115 
7 4 7 
1 6 11 

18 14 9 
11 4 0 

2 6 6 
25 5 4 

9 5 8 
18 19 0 


* Excluding re-exports estimated at £2,300,000. 


As has been pointed out in preceding reports these figures 
indicate the wide difference which there is in the extent of foreign 
trade of different countries as measured per head of population. 
In some States, especially those of wide area and varied climatic 
conditions, the extent of foreign trade in proportion to the total 
production of the country is small. In all such cases increase or 
decrease in imports or exports is a very subordinate factor in 
the industrial progress of the country, and the growth of wealth 
depends chiefly on internal development and internal trade, and 
not on the exchange of commodities with other nations. The 
larger the foreign or external trade of a country is in proportion 
to its internal trade, the greater is the importance of having 
as full and accurate as possible a record of this external or foreign 
trade. It is accordingly of the greatest importance to have as 
full and reliable a record as'possible of the external trade of Ireland 
but as has been repeatedly pointed out in previous Reports, 
the'present records of this trade are far from being as accurate 
and as detailed as is desirable. 


In conclusion, I desire to acknowledge the assistance given by 
the port and harbour authorities of Ireland, the railway and ship- 
ping companies, and by many individual importers and exporters 
in furnishing information for this Report. I am also specially 
indebted to the Principal of the Statistical Office of the Customs 
and Excise Department, and to the Comptroller-General of the 
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Commercial, Labour, and Statistical Department of the Board 
of Trade, for the information which they have kindly afforded. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

John Hooper, 

; Statistics and Intelligence Branch. 

Department of Agriculture and 

Technical Instruction for Ireland, 

Dublin, 26 th February, 1917. 


TOTAL ESTIMATED VALUE OP IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 
IN EACH OP THE YEARS 1904 to 1915, INCLUSIVE. 



Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1904 

... 55,344,986 

49,784,760 

105,129,746 

1905 ... 

... 57,009,145 

51,392,547 

108,401,692 

1906 

... 58,794,015 

56,005,303. 

114,799,318 

1907 

63,022,083 

59,159,532 

122,181,615. 

1908 

... 60,190,125 

57,414,977 

117,605,102 

1909 

... 65,154,600 

60,929,183 

126,083,783 

1910 

... 66,430,954 

65,896,960 

132,326,914 

1911 

... 67,610,095 

65,071,018 

132,681,113 

1912 

... 73,952,725 

67,167,904 

141,120,629 

1913 ... 

... 74,467,283 

73,877,389 

148,344,672 

1914 

... 73,994,732 

77,311,052 

151,305,784 

1915 

... 87,950,316 

84,463,408 

172,413,724 
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